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RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE CONSORTIUM FOR THE DESIGN, 
CONSTRUCTION, EQUIPMENT AND EXPLOITATION OF THE SPANISH PULSED LASERS 
CENTER (CLPU), DATED JULY 31, 2026 IN WHICH THE REGULATORY BASES OF THE 
FOURTH CALL FOR ACCESS TO THE VEGA LASER SYSTEM ARE APPROVED 

 

1 Aim of the Call 

The following terms aim to regulate the conditions for the competitive access of researchers from National 
and International academic and nonacademic institutions, to the VEGA Laser System, to develop 
scientific experimental proposals. Competitive Access is granted through a call for proposals and is 
evaluated and supervised by the Access Committee. 

Access to our facilities and to the VEGA system shall be subject to the conditions defined in the Access 
Policy, available at the following link:  
https://www.clpu.es/src/uploads/2014/04/SummaryAccessPolicyEng-3a0.pdf. 

Users with competitive access must accept the Centre’s access Terms and Conditions 
(https://www.clpu.es/src/uploads/2026/07/TC1eEd1Rev1.pdf).  

 
2 Offered Access 

The VEGA laser is a CPA Ti:Sa system, with a central wavelength of 800 nm. It has three independent 
arms with a maximum power 20 TW (VEGA-1), 200TW (VEGA-2) and 1 PW (VEGA-3). The common 
front-end has a double CPA combined with a XPW system aimed to increase the contrast ratio of the 
pulses, making it suitable for high density targets. More detailed and updated technical features can be 
found in the CLPU web (https://www.clpu.es/en/laser-vega-pw/). 

Offered system: VEGA2 200 TW 

 The VEGA-2 laser beam is offered linearly polarized (p-polarization) and in two different 
configurations depending on the parabolic mirrors used:  

― Long Focal configuration with F=130 cm (F/13) giving a final focal spot of about 26 microns 
diameter (first lobe of the Airy function).  

― Short Focal configuration with F=30 cm (F/3) giving a final focal spot of about 6 microns diameter 
(first lobe of the Airy function). 

 The main parameters of the VEGA-2 laser are: duration greater than 25 fs, and peak energy not 
larger than 5 J, at the exit of the pulse compressor.  

 The mode of operation can be varied from single shot up to 10 Hz. 

 It is possible to request VEGA-2 configuration, such as pump-probe by splitting the main beam in 
the following ratios: 10/90%; 20/80%; 1/99%. 
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Offered experimental station: 

 A cylindrical vacuum chamber of 120 cm in diameter that surrounds the focal point. The chamber is 
set so that the Long focal length spot is located 30 cm before the TCC (Target Chamber Centre) and 
short focal spot is in the TCC. Detailed information can be found in the CLPU web (www.clpu.es). 

 Additional vacuum chambers might be added to the standard setup. 

 Holders and positioning systems for solid targets. 

 Holders and positioning systems for gas valves pulsed for low density (i.e., underdense) targets. 

The applicants are advised to get in contact with the Local Coordinator (§ 3) in order to have a more 
detailed insight into the available experimental set up. 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT  

Information on the expected necessity of these additional items has to be included in the application 
with as much detail as possible. Additional equipment and services offered by the CLPU can be found 
at the following link: https://campaign.clpu.es/ or by getting in the Local Coordinator. 

Other services: 

Upon request made well in advance, the center may offer the following services associated with the 
access: 

 Mechanical workshop. This service may provide the users fine machined pieces. Detailed 
information (complete CAD models) shall be provided at least three months in advance of the 
experiment. (https://www.clpu.es/en/mechatronics-technical-features/). 

 SEM microscope, and a conventional optical microscope. (https://www.clpu.es/en/microscopy-
features/).  

 
Human resources: 

 The center has a highly-specialized scientific and technical staff. Users will exclusively work in the 
experimental area or its control room. The laser will only be operated by the CLPU specialized laser 
staff. The parameters of the laser will be previously discussed with the laser personnel. 

 The center will also provide information and logistical support to the users. The travel and living 
expenses must be borne by the users.  

 The personnel of the Center will be responsible for the safety training of the users, issuing the 
appropriate permissions to each, depending on their previous training as well as that received at 
CLPU.  

 Once a proposal is approved and the access granted, the official communication channel between 
the users and the CLPU for the preparation/development of the campaign would be a Link Scientist, 
appointed by the Center as experiment supervisor for the facility. Any official communication between 
the user team and CLPU shall take place only through such channel. 
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Funding: 

 The scientific proposals allocated for this call of competitive access experiments shall be co-financed 
between CLPU and users. That means that users shall cover at least 50 percent of the VEGA-2 
access fee corresponding to the Group 1 fees (fees are published at our web page 
https://www.clpu.es/en/fee-policy/). 

 Users can co-fund such access fees directly, through their institutions, or through national or 
transnational access programs.  

 Alternatively, instead of the mentioned co-financing, in-kind contributions could be accepted. In this 
case, users must clearly describe, justify and value these contributions in the application and this 
has to be approved by the CLPU Director.  

 The access in the terms previously indicated includes the time of use of the VEGA laser system 
beam, the use of the existing scientific and technological equipment and the support human 
resources for science, technology and logistics.  

 
3 Deadline for the submission of the proposal 

The term for the submission of the proposals will start on the publication date and will be open until 
October 15, 2026. However, the call will remain open until the beam quota is met.  

The Local Coordinator, who acts as liaison between applicants and the center for this call for competitive 
access (vegaservice@clpu.es) will receive all the proposals. Due to the inherent complexity of such 
experiments, it is highly advisable to contact the Local Coordinator before submitting the proposal. This 
would ensure a preliminary check for the feasibility of the proposal development, moreover the user would 
receive advice about the way to tailor the submission around the facility, and certainly, the proposal 
evaluation could be streamlined. 

 
4 Access cycle 

The experimental proposals received during this call will be executed in the access cycle1 that ranges 
from April 2027 to November 2027, tentatively.  

It is expected that the experiments of VEGA-2 will last several weeks (a typical experimental address is 
between 2 and 3 weeks). The week before to the commencement of the experimental campaign, users 
will be able to access the target area for the preparation of the campaign. The last day of the campaign 
will be devoted to dismantling the experimental setup and to a final debriefing meeting. 

Users will be able to access to the facilities between 9:00 AM and 6:30 PM on weekdays (Monday to 
Friday). Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays the center is closed. Each shift corresponds to at least 
three laser hours at high power, between 11:00 AM and 4:00 PM as a general rule (this can be modified 
due to unexpected technical reasons). Access to the CLPU out of the given hours for the users must be 
addressed through a formal request to the Director. 

                                                           
1 Access Cycle: period of access covered by each call 
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5 How to submit the proposal and documents to be furnished2  

The applicants as well as any researcher that may participate in the experiment will have to sign up in 
the Facility Access Request On-line (FARO) system that may be accessed by users in the website of 
the CLPU (https://faro.clpu.es/facilities/servicerequest/). The researcher in charge or submitting the 
proposal will have to complete the access request form that is found in the FARO application. 

It is possible to submit more than one proposal to this call.  

 
6 Evaluation boards and access criteria 

All proposals will be firstly reviewed by the Internal Committee (point 5.3.6 
https://www.clpu.es/src/uploads/2014/06/APVEGA-ce4.pdf). Then, the Access Committee will evaluate 
the scientific and technical quality of the experiment proposed (point 5.3.8 
https://www.clpu.es/src/uploads/2014/06/APVEGA-ce4.pdf). If during the evaluation of the proposals by 
the Access Committee any question that cannot be settled by this committee due to its scientific level 
arises, the question will be transferred to the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee of the CLPU. 

The criteria for selection followed by the Access Committee are the following:  

GENERAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
    Quality and originality of the project & research plan 

 
Scientific-technical relevance in comparison to other applications received 
Innovative & relevant objectives in comparison to the state-of-the-art knowledge 
Planning, experimental arrangements & working plan adequate to the project objectives  
 

     Researchers & collaborators scientific or academic excellence 
 
PI & research team capacity to carry out the programmed activities 
Previous results & recent contributions of the research team to the project field 
 

Potential Impact  
 
Contribution to the scientific community 
Social, economic or industrial importance of expected results 
Chances of exploitation of results (intellectual property, patents) 

 
In line with the facility features 
 

 

                                                           
2 All the information submitted by the applicants will be firstly reviewed by the Local Coordinator, who will check that the information submitted by 
the users is complete and is sufficient for both the Internal Committee as well as the Access Committee to perform their respective evaluations. 
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7 Notification of Evaluation Results 

Applicants will receive via email the final result of the evaluation of their experimental proposal, including 
its ranking and the number of experimental shifts awarded. Applicants whose proposals are approved will 
have to confirm their acceptance within 15 days after the notification is sent. 

If the confirmation by the applicant does not meet the deadline, the experimental shifts will be assigned 
to a different proposal from the waiting list. 

The Resolution (notification of results) by the Director of the CLPU, shall be issued within a maximum 
period of six months from the submission of the online applications. 

The final decision with the lists (approved, waiting list, not approved and nonviable applications) and their 
ranking will be published in the website of the CLPU, maintaining the confidentiality of the applicants and 
sensitive information.  

An appeal for reconsideration against the resolution to the Director of the CLPU may be lodged within a 
month from the issuance of the Resolution. Also, a contentious administrative appeal may be lodged 
against the resolution before the contentious administrative court of Salamanca, within 2 months of the 
issuance of the Resolution. If an appeal for reconsideration against the resolution is lodged, it will not be 
possible to lodge a contentious administrative appeal until the appeal for reconsideration is resolved, or 
dismissed. 

 
8 Acceptance of the conditions by the admitted researchers. 

All the researchers that will participate in the approved experimental campaigns are required to agree to 
the following commitments to sign the “Access Terms & Conditions” document 
(https://www.clpu.es/src/uploads/2026/07/TC1eEd1Rev1.pdf).  

Taking into account that the researchers & collaborators scientific or academic excellence is an evaluation 
criterion, the attendance of the Principal Investigator and/or collaborators whose inclusion in the proposal 
was scored is mandatory. The center reserves the right to cancel an experiment in the absence of the 
aforementioned researchers. 

Failing to comply with the required commitments may compromise the possibility of presenting new 
scientific proposals for access to the different services offered by the CLPU for a period of two years. 

 
 

Salamanca, July 31, 2026 

Giancarlo Gatti 

Director 
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